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Welcome to our FIRST eNewsletter, forging ahead in this technological age and 
saving money at the same time seems a worthy adventure for us, another one!  We 
certainly had an adventure this summer, culminating in the celebration of WILPF’s 
30th Triennial held on the Simpson campus.  On our website, www.wilpf-des 
moines.org: I hope all of you will have a chance to check out the YOUTUBE 
presentations by Amy Goodman and Fran Korten as well as other happenings during 
the Congress.  Also, please give kudos to the Site Committee, when you read the 
evaluations from the attendees, you will see how hard everyone worked to make it 
such a successful adventure (another one). 
 
Speaking of Amy Goodman, there are YOUTUBEs and other printed materials that 
delineate the maltreatment she and others of the press received during RNC, 
concluding in her arrest and imprisonment.  Our own Monkia Kinkel was there as 
well and testifies to the grievous treatment peaceful demonstrators received. 
 While introducing Goodman at Congress, I noted her powerful voice, her persistent 
declarations against the lazy, bloated and ego-driven media (my adjectives) that must 
be heard.   The following is a revised excerpt from that introduction. 
 
In the introduction to his new book, Moyers on Democracy, Bill Moyers beings with 
this sentence, “Democracy in America is a series of narrow escapes, and we may be 
running out of luck.”  Certainly we have had a cultural shift – our focus from the 
common good to the common greed is a modern parable of the Gilded Age when big 
corporations, big money sell our commonwealth to the highest bidder – a cautionary 
tale of the every-widening gap between rich and poor. 
 
But Goodman and her brother, David, write a different parable.  In their book Static: 
Government Liars, Media Cheerleaders, and People Who Fight Back, they trace the 
lives of people, some ordinary but all extraordinary, who stood up and spoke out 
against all odds.  One of those voices belongs to a WILPF sponsor, Alice Walker, 
author of The Color Purple.  While interviewing Walker, Goodman asked the 
question – “what good is the anti-war movement if it has failed to stop war?”  
Walker replied that we need to stop the war within ourselves first. She states:  
“…until we can control our own violence, our own anger, our own hostility, our own 
meanness, our own greed, it’s going to be so, so, so hard to do anything out there.”  
She continues, “So I think of any movement for peace and justice as something about 
stabilizing our inner spirit so that we can go on and bring into the world a vision that 
is much more humane than the one we have dominant today.” 
 
And such sentiments should stand along with Chomsky’s admonition of the media for 
being all too cozy with the big guys, too dependent on the power brokers for their 
news, and this of course includes our women commentators and reporters. 
Walker ends her commentary on winning that inner battle with one of her poems: 
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WILPF CALENDAR  
 

 BUSINESS MEETING 
First Monday of every Month 
6:00 p.m. NW Community 
Center,  West of Franklin Ave. 
Library 
 

PROGRAM MEETINGS  
 
September 17: WILPF History 
in Action 
 
October 15: CCI Voter Project 
 
November 12: Iowa 
Immigration Education 
Coalition 
 
December 1: Politics and Art 
 
January thru February :  
“Putting the Puzzle Pieces 
Together”  Wednesday Night 
Book Club-Naomi Klein’s 
Shock Doctrine 
 
January 21: Middle East 
 
February 18: “Putting the 
Puzzle Pieces Together” 
 
March 18, April 22: Open 
 
 
 
 

Moving Forward, Making Peace 
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Be nobody’s darling; 
Be an outcast, 

Take the contradictions 
                                       Of your life  

                                       And wrap around 
                                       You like a shawl, 

                                       To keep you warm,  
                                       Watch the people succumb 

                                       To madness 
                                       With ample cheer; 

                                       Let them look askance at you 
                                       And you askance reply, 

Be an outcast; 
Take the contradictions 

Be pleased to walk alone 
(Uncool) 

Or line the crowded 
River beds 

With other impetuous 
Fools. 

Make a merry gathering 
On the bank 

Where thousands perished 
For brave hurt words 

They said. 
But be nobody’s darling;  

Be an outcast, 
Qualified to live 

Among your dead. 
 
This coming year, we will explore the corporate threads that entwine and capture our lives.  We will be “Putting the Puzzle 
Pieces Together” -  come join us! 
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Here’s a small list of the best and brightest of the outcasts:  Two extraordinary WILPF members are receiving 
awards this September; one is local the other from the Berkeley/East Bay: 
 
Penny Furgerson (Gateway Dance Theater) will receive Passport to Prosperity Award from the Iowa Council for 
International Understanding, September 27 – dinner at Hy-Vee Hall, 6 pm. 
 
Madeline Duckles (at the age 92 she attended the Congress) will receive the 4th Annual Peace Prize from the 
Agape Foundation, September 18 in San Francisco.  She was a leader in Women Strike for Peace, mothers whose 
                                           innovative demonstrations against nuclear testing were credited by President              
                                           Kennedy with inspiring adoption of the Limited Test Ban Treaty. From her early        
                                           organizing against McCarthyism to international advocacy on behalf of  war-injured  
                                           children in Vietnam to present-day campaigning against U.S. military interventions    
                                           Madeline Duckles has helped spark broad-based movements for change.                     
                         
                                                    Another extraordinary woman was honored at Congress with our Des Moines Branch’s
                                            first Strong, Feisty Woman Award.  Peg Mullen was honored for her courageous and
                                            vocal opposition to the Vietnam War and making public aware of the death of her son, 
                                            Michel by “friendly fire.” In her own book, Unfriendly Fire: a Mother’s Memoir, the 
                                            lives scared forever by the Vietnam War can be heard and the call for peace rings loud     
                                            and clear. 
 
                             
 

Madeline Duckles, 92 �



MEDIA REFORM BEGINS WITH ME! 
By Maggie Rawland 

A national conference on media reform was held at the Minneapolis Convention Center on June 6 - 8, 2008 
and among the thousands of attendees were Ian Bums, Mary Hanson Harrison and me, Maggie Rawland from 
our WILPF branch. 
The conference was put on by Free Press, a national, nonpartisan organization working to reform the media. They 
state "Through education, organizing and advocacy we promote diverse and independent media ownership, strong 
public media, and universal access to communications." This conference is an example of their effectiveness. 
In fact, to get an idea of how big a conference this was, there were a total of 265 illustrious speakers and presenters. 
They came from Seattle and San Francisco to New York and Washington, D.C. - and everyplace else in between, 
not to mention Hawaii and Alaska. Foreign countries represented were Germany, Switzerland, Finland, Sweden, 
Mexico, Nepal, Thailand, Ghana and probably others not encountered. 
There were over 70 workshops. The first workshop we chose was titled Media and Democracy Reform chosen 
because one of the panel members was David Cobb whose name I had seen on materials from Program on 
Corporations, Law and Democracy (POCLAD).  In the course of his presentation he mentioned very briefly 
corporate personhood. It prompted a question from me on why there wasn't more discussion on corporate 
personhood, and David's answer disappointed me in its brevity. After the workshop was over I went to talk to him 
personally. He handed me a tri-fold saying I should come to the retreat that was being held in Humboldt County, 
California where, he said, there would be much discussion on corporate personhood. It turns out that Ian Edwards, 
California WILPF member whose materials we use on corporate personhood, is a friend of David Cobb and is part 
of the Humboldt County group. He also noted that he had been told by the Minneapolis conference planners, not to 
dwell on corporate personhood because it wasn't the purpose of the conference. Curious! 
Each workshop was fascinating and I will mention three that I attended. One on Promoting Global Human Rights 
through Progressive Communications Policies gave a perspective of human rights needs on the global level in 
contrast to our usual concern about global warming and global economics. In the workshop on Media Ownership 
Fight: Where It's At and What's Next reaffirmed WILPF's knowledge that the media is mainly corporately owned 
and what's next is going to require much work to change things. The workshop on Media Policy in a New Congress 
and Administration frustrated me in that not enough connection was made with how corporations using their 
personhood would wield too much power. It gave me a chance to speak out. 
Wandering through the crowds or appearing in a workshop would be people like Senator Byron Dorgan, Bob Edgar 
of Common Cause, Amy Goodman of Democracy Now, Arianna Huffington of the Huffington Post, Nicholas 
Johnson now of Iowa City but former FCC Commissioner, Tim Wu of Columbia Law School, Rev. Yearwood of 
Hip-Hop Caucus to mention only a few. One thrill for me was to bump into Erica Swanson, formerly of Iowa where 
she worked as an organizer for an issue-based caucus campaign and for the Polk County Democrats. She is now in 
Washington DC as deputy director of field operations for the Leadership Conference on Civil Rights. She sends 
regards to her Iowa friends.  
Highlights among speakers were Phil Donahue who presented his new film, Body of War, and Bill Moyers who led 
the Saturday morning plenary and then did a book signing for his latest book, Moyers on Democracy. In Donahue's 
film you meet a young man in a wheelchair with terrible injuries from the Iraq War which affect adversely 
numerous of his body function- the body of war. His personality is outgoing with a sense of humor and as you see 
how he handles his difficult life until his death you become bound to him. The film is both sad and uplifting, and 
leads to the awareness that right now more must be done for returning soldiers - and even more than that, it instills 
a determination to stop future wars that devastate strong young bodies and end promising young lives. 
If you watch Bill Moyers on IPT's NOW programs on Friday night you have an idea of the captivating, inspiring 
speech given by Bill Moyers at the conference. His love of our democracy and his concern for the danger it's in 
come through as he relates incident after incident of threats to  our democracy and then inspires us to action to help 
save it. As you might suspect, I took along WILPF's material about corporate personhood and as he signed a copy 
of his new book, I entreated him to cover the subject in one of his NOW programs. He said yes, he knew about the 
dangers of personhood but he just hadn't figured out yet how to cover it. I said I hoped the materials and Jan  
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by the Japanese corporate media.  Last year, the 
Japanese Minister of Defense, though he was elected 
from Nagasaki said, “the bombing was inevitable.”  
The people of Nagasaki and the city government of 
Nagasaki and the nuclear survivors officially protested 
his statement. 
There is an atmosphere of legitimizing the atomic 
bombing.  I think there is a distorted feeling of guilt, 
that is, since the Japanese had caused the war, we 
should accept the militaristic consequences.  But this is 
such a dangerous idea, which is created by the atomic 
super power, the United States.  At least those who are 
still suffering should not be undermined by the 
propaganda that encourages making and using of the 
nuclear weapons. Those atomic bombs were 
deliberately dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki, and 
those civilian victims never had to die. 
My first of three examples of the ongoing struggle to 
define the consequences of the war is that of 
compensating the atomic bomb survivors.  This year, 
due to many lawsuits brought by the survivors, the 
Japanese government finally amended the Atomic 
Bomb Survivors Relief Law.  Now the atomic bomb 
survivors who live outside Japan will receive a medical 
allowance from the Japanese government, without their 
having to come to Japan.  Those previously ignored 
survivors are mostly Koreans who came to Japan, 
some as immigrant workers and some as forced 
laborers. 
My second example is about the perpetuation of 
warfare.   The most obvious militarization in Japan is 
that of the archipelago of Okinawa. Though the US 
occupation of main land Japan ended in 1952, 
Okinawa stayed a US territory until 1972.  Now, three 
quarters of all US military bases in Japan are 
concentrated in Okinawa. The people of Okinawa bear 
a heavy burden.  Planes and helicopters frequently 
crash near the bases.  Military personnel, under US 
military law, commit crimes and violence to women 
with impunity.  Okinawa, without a choice, becomes 
part of US military bombings, because of Okinawa’s 
convenient location to supply the Korean War, the 
Vietnam War, and even the current Afghanistan and 
Iraq war.  Okinawa represents the physical and 
financial support of Japan for US militarism, for 
example, invasion of Afghanistan and Iraq. 
I worry that just as US occupation of Okinawa went  
                                                      Continues to Page 5  

Media Reform Begins with Me continues  
Edwards or Molly Morgan might help. He looked up, 
shook my hand and said, "Keep up your fight". How 
could anyone do otherwise after that! Awesome! 
So, of course, I passed out more materials on corporate 
personhood  'til I ran out. Whether the materials 
actually get read is another problem. 
Attending the big conference was such a plus. If I 
dared to have a negative comment it would be that 
although the people there are very well informed about 
the takeover of the media by mega-corporations, they 
still haven't made the connection that the takeover was 
made easier by the power handed to the corporations 
by the Supreme Court when they were granted 
personhood. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
I am going to talk about why as a Japanese citizen; I 
have been confused about my feelings about the 
atomic bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. On the 
one hand, my country was a victim of the horrific 
devastation of atomic explosions and their aftermath.  
On the other hand, my country invaded, occupied, and 
exploited neighbouring Asian countries.  I will tell you 
three examples of the ongoing struggle in Japan to 
prevent more Hiroshima's and Nagasaki's. 
Speaking for the victims, it is important to me to 
witness to the true cost in human lives.  Dropping of 
the atomic bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki killed 
over 200, 000 people in 1945. Over the last 63 years, 
an additional 400,000 people died.  There are more 
than 250,000 survivors within and outside Japan who 
continue to suffer the medical effects of radiation 
poisoning, survivor guilt, and social re-victimization 
through denial of marriage and job discrimination. 
Part of my feeling confused is my shame at the 
Japanese imperial militarism.  The national 
propaganda and the brainwashing of the citizens 
crafted the invasion and colonization of Asian 
countries.  This deception and manipulation by the 
military government still affects us.  For example, the 
US military’s claim, that the atomic bombing was 
necessary to end the war, is still repeated by the   
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For Hiroshima / Nagasaki Observance 
Day (Japanese perspective) 

Tae Kobayashi Campbell 



MARCH IN THE SUFFRAGIST 
PARADE...OR SIGN UP TO HELP 
STAFF WILPF TABLE    
 
Suffragist Parade  
Oct. 25th  
Boone, IA.  
 
Anyone is invited to march in the parade which 
celebrates the 1908 Boone Suffrage Parade, one of 
the first in the US... as long as they wear period 
costume. It is easy enough to sew up a costume or 
piece one together, but it must be authentic to the 
styles of the time.  
 
Our branch is a co-sponsor. There are 3 ways for 
our members to get involved: 
 
 1) March in the parade: Receive                                                                                                         
registration manuals by contacting the Boone 
County Historical Society, 602 Story Street, Boone, 
IA 50036. (515-432-1907) or email 
bchs@opencoming.com.  
 
2) Staff a WILPF Table @ the Reception - 
contact Evelyn Glazebrook to volunteer: 
Erg7105@aol.com or 515-279-7889.  
 
 
3) Bake. Our branch volunteered to make authentic 
1908 desserts for 250 people. Cookies, fruit 
desserts or other items will work.  
 
Contact Evelyn to volunteer to bake. See contact 
info above.  
 
 

For Hiroshima/Nagasaki Observance Day 
(Japanese Perspective) Continues  
such a long period of time, now people of Iraq have to 
go through the US occupation who knows for how 
long, too long. 
My 3rd and final example is about defending a 
foundation for peace, article 9 of the  Japanese          
                                    constitution.  Despite article 9 
                                    the constitution’s   pacifist         
                                    proclamation, there  is a          
                                    dangerous movement that       
                                    revised article 9, so that Japan                   
                                    can send its self-defense forces 
                                    to where the US government 
orders. The Japanese parliament passed special 
legislation in 2003 to send the Japanese self-defense 
forces to Iraq against the spirit of the article 9.  The 
legislation was limited to 4 years, but the Iraq war did 
not end in 4years, so they added 2 more years.  
Because the article 9 prohibits us to use any forces, 
this sending the forces to Iraq and supporting the US 
military’s armed activities became a problem.  
Defending article 9 of the constitution is critical.  The 
atomic bomb survivors desperately wish to keep Japan 
from contributing to any war activities.  Many peace 
activists’ organizations were created to articulate the 
need to keep article 9. These peace organizations are 
not just asking the Japanese government, they are 
asking that the world community to abolish all 
weapons of warfare. 
Along with the people of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, 
and the survivors of the bombings, I strongly reject the 
use of violence for any conflicts, as stated in article 9 
of the Japanese constitution.  I wish that all the 
ongoing wars will end soon. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“STRIKE AGAINST WAR, FOR WITHOUT YOU NO BATTLE CAN BE FOUGHT.... Strike against 
preparedness that means death and misery to millions of human being. Be not dumb, obedient slaves in an 

army of destruction. Be heroes in an army of construction.   -Helen Keller, Strike Against War Famous Speech 
, Carnegie Hall, New York City - January 5, 1916 
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the Middle East—all men and women of conscience and 
character—to press their leadership to be responsible and 
statesmanlike during this time of great danger, for it is the 
children, the innocents and civil society that always 
ultimately pay the price of our failure to do so.”3   

   
My hope is that the people of America will look past the 
cynical political rhetoric of war and call upon their own 
instincts as ordinary people of the world to see the 
irretrievable devastation that a war against Iran would 
cause.  And as we prepare to celebrate the 8th annual Peace 
Day on September 21, I urge everyone to deliver to 
Washington a cry of “NO!” to more war, in favor of their 
fellow human beings across the globe.    
 

1.    Cutler, Howard J., and HH Dalai Lama.  The Art of 
Happiness.  London: Hodder and Stoughton, 1999. 

2.    Campaign Against Sanctions and Military Intervention in 
Iran (CASMII), www.campaigniran.org; National Iranian 
American Council (NIAC), www.niacouncil.org; 
Payvand.com; Iran Alliance; Iranian.com; Persian Gulf 
On-line Organization; Network of Iranian American 
Professionals of Orange County (NIPOC); Center for 
Persian Classical music, Fairfax, Virginia. 

3.    www.pccsd.org/peyk/No112/No112-English.pdf.  Page 
25. 

*Shay is Mary Hanson Harrison’s daughter-in-law and a 
lawyer. Shay is married to John and has two children, 
Emma Jasmine and Jamey, and they reside in San Diego, 
California. 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
I am an Iranian who was raised, from the age of six, in 
England, and who then moved to the United States as a 
young adult, almost 16 years ago.  Living on three different 
continents has been remarkable, not so much for the 
differences I have witnessed in the cultures and countries, 
but for the similarities in the human spirit and condition 
that have allowed me to make deep friendships, contribute 
to the community, and feel Iranian, British and American 
all at the same time. 
 
Thus, I will always remember reading the beginning of a 
talk by the Dalai Lama, wherein he said, “Whenever I meet 
people, I always have the feeling that I am encountering 
another human being, just like myself.  I find it is much 
easier to communicate with others on that level.  If we 
emphasize specific characteristics, like I am Tibetan or I 
am Buddhist, then there are differences….If we can leave 
the differences aside, I think we can easily communicate, 
exchange ideas, and share experiences.”1 These words 
resonate deeply within me; I know them to be true because 
I have lived by them, however unwittingly.  So when I hear 
Barack Obama say that he will meet with world leaders, 
such as those in Iran, without pre-conditions, I feel an 
elation and hope for peace that I thought no politician 
could deliver to the world.  Why?  Because pre-conditions 
emphasize the differences between us, assume they are 
unassailable, and effectively render communication or 
diplomacy pointless even before it is given a chance. 
 
The population of Iran (70 million, 2/3 of which are below 
30) is unhappy and frustrated with the Islamic regime’s 
hardliners and overwhelmingly favors democracy…just as 
any freedom-loving group of people would.  However, they 
are not in favor of war.  They do not want a foreign power 
to come and bomb their homes, kill their children, occupy 
their streets with guns and tanks, and then leave them weak 
and ruined to fend for themselves.  No one would want this 
for their homeland.  The majority of Iranians, here and in 
Iran, are vehemently opposed to a US-led war against Iran.   
 
Recently, several high profile Iranian American  
organizations2 wrote a letter to the leaders of Iran, the UK 
and the US, asking them to give diplomacy a chance.  They 
asked that these countries set aside all pre-conditions and 
resume direct and open negotiations.  The letter ended thus, 
“We urge the people of the US, the UK and all countries in  

PLEASE SAY “NO!” TO WAR AGAINST 
IRAN 

by *Shaghayegh (Shay) Hanson 
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PLEASE SAVE THIS DATE:  
MONDAY, OCTOBER 13, 2008.  
 
COME HEAR SPECIAL GUEST SPEAKER AND 
PEACE ACTIVIST TOM HAYDEN  
PCCI Fundraiser Dinner Banquet – 6:00 p.m., 
October 13, 2008, at Drake University Parents Hall, 
Olmstead Center, Des Moines, Iowa  
 
Tom Hayden made his reputation originally as a 
Vietnam War protestor. Tom currently teaches at Pitzer 
College in Los Angeles and continues to be on the 
front lines today in the struggle for peace and justice. 
He is often quoted in the media and makes nationwide 
appearances as a public speaker. His articles appear 
frequently in The Nation and he is the author of several 
published books including: The Port Huron Statement, 
Street Wars, The Other Side, The Love of Possession 
Is a Disease With Them, Ending the War in Iraq, 
Writings for a Democratic Society: The Tom Hayden 
Reader, and The Zapatista Reader.  
 
TICKET PRICES :  
$500 sponsor table (8 persons)  
$50.00 for dinner and program  
$35.00 for program alone  
$10 student program only (Student ID required at the 
door)  
 
This is an important fundraiser for PCCI (Progressive 
Coalition of Central Iowa) which maintains contact 
with nearly one hundred progressive organizations in 
Iowa, Illinois and Nebraska.  
 
Please put this on your calendar now.  
Tickets available at IowaTix.com   
Or by calling Iowa Tix at 515-277-3727  
 
www.iowaprogressives.org  
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Building a culture of peace with our earth and across 
the world  
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Family Fun – Information – Music – Peace Tattoos - 
Cooperative Games –  
Soap Box Sound Off – Art Tables – Dances of 
Universal Peace  
 
The United Nations' International Day of Peace - 
marked every year on September 21 – is a global  
holiday when individuals, communities, nations 
and governments highlight efforts to end conflict 
and promote peace. Established by U.N. 
resolution in 1982, "Peace Day" has grown to 
include millions of people around the world who 
participate in all kinds of events, large and small.  
May peace prevail on Earth!  
 
CO-SPONSORS*: Alliance for Global Justice; American 
Friends Service Committee; Amnesty International of Iowa; 
Bidwell Riverside Center; Catholic Peace Ministry; Cedar 
Valley United For Peace and Justice; Children & Family 
Urban Ministries; Coalition to Oppose Life in Prison without 
the Possibility of Parole for Children; Des Moines Catholic 
Worker; Des Moines Valley Friends; Des Moines Area 
Ecumenical Committee for Peace; Des Moines Meditation 
Group; Des Moines Palestine Group; Employee & Family 
Resources; FUMC Outreach Committee; Geez Louise; 
Grace UMC-Church & Society; Grand View College--Center 
for Exploration & Practice of Nonviolence; Iowa Church 
World Service; Iowa National Organization for Women; 
Iowa Physicians for Social Responsibility; Iowa Citizen 
Action Network; Iowa Global Warming; Iowa Peace Task 
Force; I'm for Iowa; Iowa Peace Network; Keokuk for 
Darfur; Methodist Federation for Social Action; Our Sister 
Parish - Companeros; Peace of Mind; Plymouth UCC 
Peace Committee Social Ministries Task Force, Presbytery 
of Des Moines; Progressive Coalition of Central Iowa; 
STAR*PAC; Students Beyond War; The Bridge; UMC 
Board of Church & Society; UI Anti War; Veterans  
for Peace; WILPF; Working Families Win; YWCA of 
Greater Des Moines  
 
*As of September 2, 2008   
12:30 pm Kick Off  Iowa’s  Million Doors for Peace Anti-War 
Action 
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CONGRESS TREASURER REPORT  
Judy Lonning opened with a Treasurer's Report from Congress. She is acting Treasurer while Maggie McGill is out 
of town. Money raised for the Tribute Book goes to National. The net income (after expenses) from our T-shirt 
sales and our two public events (Amy Goodman and Fran Korten), will go to our Branch. It was noted that the T-
Shirts were a hit, especially the ones with the peace and justice messages on them. Most of the ones left over are the 
Congress logo ones. It was decided that some of these would work as door-prizes or gifts. There was discussion 
about ordering more of the 'message' t-shirts in the future. No decision was made.  
 
MEMBERSHIP REPORT  
Our September 17th Program Meeting will be a good opportunity for us to invite potential members, since it will 
offer history and achievements of WILPF National and our own WILPF branch. Good background for folks 
thinking of joining WILPF. Be sure to invite people who would be good WILPF members. This is an opportunity to 
engage folks who attended the Congress public events and were interested to join.  
Mary Hanson Harrison noted that she and Bethany Hempel will be working on creating a MEMBERSHIP 
DIRECTORY  with photos of members. Members are asked to come EARLY for the Wednesday, Sept. 17th 
Program Meeting to get their photos taken!! Diane Krell said she could bring her digital camera. Monika Kinkel 
reported through Mary HH that she has a number of young women from high school and colleges who are interested 
in joining us as new members. They are planning on attending the Sept. 17th meeting and will learn more about 
what we do and who WILPF really is. Mary HH reported too that we will be working on ways to engage these 
young women and get them involved right away, to take advantage of their passion and enthusiasm.  
A RETREAT  for women who worked on the Congress will be held Oct. 2-3 at Whiterock Conservancy. Nine 
people signed up. There is room for 1 more. Contact Mary Hanson Harrison (harrison0607@msn.com or 515-282-
4814.) if you would like to be the final attendee.  
 
PROGRAM COMMITTEE REPORT   
The following programs are planned for the upcoming Program Meetings:  
9/17 WILPF History In Action.  The past, present and future of WILPF and our Des Moines Branch.  
Also come early to have your photo taken for the new Membership Directory.  
Invite interested individuals and representatives of groups/organizations to attend.  
There will be refreshments served.  
10/15 Iowa Citizens for Community Improvement (ICCI)  will explain and promote their new Voter Project.  
11/12 Iowa Immigration Coalition  will present their work and current information/updates about the issue  
of Iowa Immigration.  
12/1 "POLITICS AND ART" Program , planned as Christmas gathering. Note different day/time for  
meeting.  
JAN-FEB BOOK CLUB   
"Putting the Pieces Together" BOOK CLUB meets Wednesday Nights.  
We will read and discuss Naomi Klein's book SHOCK DOCTRINE . Mary HH asked Marybeth  
to try to find out if it's possible to get Naomi Klein to speak to us at some point.  
JAN 21st Middle East issues. Program still evolving.  
 
FEB 18th "Putting the Pieces Together" - Program still evolving.   
March 18 & April 22 -  OPEN Contact Cheryl Sypal with suggestions. ( csypal@msn.com, 515-277-0554)    
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Business Meeting Minutes Continues 
 
A printed Report on Congress Evaluation was distributed. It featured lots of kudos for our Branch and for the  
Congress Planners... and a few suggestions for improvements in the future. Mary HH has copies available if 
members not present would like to receive the 5-page document 
 
HISTORY OF THE DES MOINES BRANCH  There are still some copies of this available for $2 (to cover cost of 
copying/printing). Contact Maggie Rawland or Sherry Hutchison for purchase of copies. ARCHIVER  Maggie 
Rawland noted that we should keep an Archive person or committee in place to continue to take photos and collect 
articles as we start to archive future WILPF events and actions.  
 
A FUNDRAISING LETTER  went out to the membership via email and snail mail to those without email. After the 
expenses of the Congress, we need to raise some money!! Some donations have already come in, but more is 
necessary. Please give generously to our Branch. Checks can be sent to Judy Lonning at 5131 Robertson Drive, Des 
Moines, IA 50312. Now is the time to put your money behind your ideals and support the work of our Branch.  
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS & UPCOMING EVENTS:  
 
SAVE THE PARK/PRESERVE THE COMMONS   
WILPF DM member JERRY ZUMSKI  reported on the work he and others have been doing to keep Rice Field as 
a park or, as he wishes to call it, "THE COMMONS". The land was inappropriately sold (at $130,000) to developers 
to build housing or commercial buildings. But with the default of the Boesen dynasty and the money gone for the 
purchase, citizens from the Beaverdale Neighborhood Association and the Save The Green Business Alliance are 
working together to preserve the park from developers. The Beaverdale group is however interested in developing 
SOME of the land as commercial. There is much debate about this issue. WILPF members were invited to attend a 
planning and comment forum on Wed, Sept. 10th at 7pm at the Franklin NE Community Center. They say it will 
cost now $650,000 to purchase the land, plus more to maintain a park.  
 
Marybeth Gardam reported that she and Mary Hanson Harrison have accepted nomination to the JANE ADDAMS 
PEACE ASSOCIATION BOARD  which meets twice a year in New York. They will attend their first meeting Oct. 
17-18. The hotel accommodations have been astronomically high and off-putting, and the $75 a night stipend is not 
nearly enough to offset the costs. But they are making arrangements for as little cost as possible, which will mean 
being farther away from the meetings. It was noted that this is a feather in the cap of our Branch to have two 
members serve on this National Board. There was some discussion of the Branch assisting with funding, but 
Marybeth and Mary were grateful but declined the offer, since we are in need of funds locally.  
 
MARCH IN THE SUFFRAGIST PARADE...OR SIGN UP TO HELP  STAFF WILPF TABLE   Evelyn 
Glazebrook reported on the Suffragist Parade upcoming on Oct. 25th In Boone, IA. Anyone is invited to march in 
the parade which celebrates the 1908 Boone Suffrage Parade, one of the first in the US... as long as they wear period 
costume. It is easy enough to sew up a costume or piece one together, but it must be authentic to the styles of the 
time. Evelyn noted that any color fabric will be acceptable, since all colors were worn at the original parade. Our 
branch is a co-sponsor. There are 3 ways for our members to get involved: 1) March in the parade: Receive 
registration manuals by contacting the Boone County Historical Society, 602 Story Street, Boone, IA 50036. (515-
432-1907) or email bchs@opencoming.com. 2) Staff a WILPF Table @ the Reception - contact Evelyn 
Glazebrook to volunteer: Erg7105@aol.com or 515-279-7889. A great opportunity to attract new members!!  
3) Bake. Our branch volunteered to make authentic 1908 desserts for 250 people. Cookies, fruit desserts or other 
items will work. Contact Evelyn to volunteer to bake. See contact info above.  
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Business Meeting Minutes Continues 
 
SEPT. 20th PEACE FAIR - SIGN UP Sherry Hutchison reported that the annual PEACE FAIR  will take place 
on Sept. 20th (Sat) from 9-1pm. Members are asked to volunteer to help staff the table in 2 hour shifts. We must 
bring our own (2) tables and our own chairs. It was suggested that we ask Diane Krell to bring her tent again. The 
Raging Grannies have been asked to sing. Please sign up to staff the table and join the Grannies to sing by contacting 
Sherry at sherryhutc@aol.com or at 515-244-2753.                                                                            
 
EXCELLENT SPEAKER ON IRAQ coming to Des Moines Sherry reported that the Quaker speaker Noah Merrill 
is coming again to speak in Des Moines on October 3rd at Plymouth Church at 7pm. Noah has been working with 
Iraqi refugees in Syria and Jordan and has a gripping story to tell about their fate. AFSC is the main sponsor but is 
looking for co-sponsors too. Sherry moved that our branch contribute $25 to become a co-sponsor. Bethany Hempel 
and Evelyn Glazebrook seconded the motion. It was approved unanimously. Judy Lonning will send a check to 
AFSC for $25.  
 
TOM HAYDEN speaking in Des Moines - Judy Lonning announced that on Monday, Oct. 13th Tom Hayden will 
speak at the Olmstead Center at Drake University. The dinner and lecture is $50. Just the lecture is $35. We are 
trying to put together a WILPF table to attend the dinner. Contact Diane Krell (515-223-4380 or ddkrell@aol.com) 
or Judy Lonning (515-255-6587 or jlonning@dwx.com) if you are interested in attending.  
 
NUCLEAR ISSUES Jean Basinger noted that she and Bill attended the Nevada Desert Experience, a gathering 
that denounces nuclear weapons and examines updates on the Yucca Mountain nuclear waste center plans.  
 
CHILDREN PRISONERS ISSUES Jean Basinger also announced that there will be several bill coming up in the 
Iowa Legislature regarding children in prisons. She said that one offers children perpetrators sentenced to life in 
prison an opportunity to be considered for parole. We are urged to watch for and support these bills. These practices 
of jailing children prisoners fall disproportionately on racial minority children, representing a huge disparity in our 
justice system. BOOK ON CHILDREN OF THE INCARCERATED  Jean notes that a new book ALL ALONE 
IN THE WORLD  examines the plight of children of incarcerated parents. She is considering inviting the author to 
speak in Des Moines. ART EXHIBIT  Jean noted that a traveling art exhibit of artwork by women prisoners in 
Mitchellville will be held at BLOOMING CREATIONS at 2795 100th St. in Urbandale until 9/30. Proceed of art 
sold will go to prison reform, art supplies for the prisoners, charity and the artists will keep 60%.  
 
PUBLIC SCHOOLS EDUCATION ISSUES  PCCI is sponsoring a public meeting for the Des Moines 
Community at 7pm on Thurs., September 18th at the Professional Building in Harding Hills at 3330 MLK Parkway. 
WOLF members are asked to be present to represent WOLF and the education interests of low income families. 
More information can be had by contacting Carolyn Uhlenhake Walker at 515-779-1680 or 
arolyn.uhlenhake@dmps.k12.ia.us.  
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MEMBERSHIP FORM 
 
WILPF has a pace for YOU!  Join us in our work                             First Year Membership_______________$25.00 
for Peace, Justice, and Human Rights!                                               Individual Membership_______________$35.00 
                                                                                                            Household Membership______________ $40.00 
                                                                                                            To add International_________________ $50.00 
 
NAME________________________________________________________________ 
 
ADDRESS_____________________________________________________________         
                                                                                                                                                             
CITY________________________________________STATE________ ZIP________ 
 
EMAIL_______________________________PHONE/S_________________________ 
 
Make checks payable to WILPF.  Mail  to:  Susan Seitz, 2015 Nash Drive, Des Moines, Iowa 50314 
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Gina  Schlesselman                            David Drake/Claie Cumbie-Drake                 New Address:  
722 18th Street                                   1221 Center Street, #3                                    Laurie Jones 
Des Moines, IA 50314                       Des Moines, Iowa 50309-1014                      2923 1/2 Rutland Ave 
515-868-5544                                      515-279-0670                                                  Des Moines, Iowa 50311-3916 
gina03@hotmail.com                          ccumbie1@aol.com  
                                                            ddrakedu1@qwestoffice.net  
 
Barbara Boatwright  was inducted into the Iowa Women’s Hall of Fame in a ceremony at the State Historical 
Building on August 23, 2008.  Barbara was honored because of her tireless work as a social worker, as a mentor of 
social work students and as an adjunct faculty member of the University of Iowa School of Social Work.  Her 
political and community activism has spanned 60 years.  She worked in behalf of progressive candidates, 
especially women candidates and was a founding member of DAWN, the Democratic Activist Network.  Among 
her many activities, Barbara has worked through her church to facilitate the bringing of International Peacemaking 
Teams to Des Moines and as a member of the League of Women Voters she has organized many non-partisan 
candidate forums.  Congratulations for a much-deserved award, Barbara. 
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MISSION STATEMENT  
WILPF members create the peaceful transformation they wish to see in the world by making connections that: 
* Provide continuity with the past so that knowledge of historical events and patterns informs current activities for 
change;  
* Create analysis and action that reflect and reinforce each other;  
* Link and challenge root causes of oppression, especially racism, sexism, heterosexism, militarism, economic 
disparity, and political disempowerment; and 
* Build and strengthen relationships and movements for justice, peace, and radical democracy 


